
Moree’s unsung hero, Danny Cheetham 

BOXING coach Danny Cheetham – arguably Moree’s quietest achiever – 
was this week given a standing ovation at a private function held in his 
honour. 
Cheetham, a former golden gloves champion who “made” elite athlete 
Cameron Hammond, was applauded for his tireless commitment to the 
sport he loves – and the role he has played in Hammond’s meteoric rise. 
The head coach at Moree Boxing Academy – a facility he and assistant 
coach Colin Rice founded three years ago – was knocked down for the 
count when more than 50 close friends sprung their surprise at Moree’s 
Max Function Centre on Thursday evening. 
“I was totally overwhelmed; I had no idea at all,” Cheetham said. 
Cheetham, who took a week’s holiday from his job at Moree Plains Shire 
Council’s water and waste department to “watch boxing”, now has more 
than 30 aspiring young boxers at his academy – and all are anxious to 
follow in Hammond’s footsteps. 
“The academy is going from strength to strength – I think we’ve created  
a monster,” Cheetham grinned. 
“We’ve achieved a great deal in a short time, and it’s highlighted of course 
by Cameron making the Commonwealth and Olympic Games. 
“Cameron is creating a pathway for the youth of Moree – Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous – to follow in his footsteps,” he said. 
“What he’s achieved is incredible and he’s a tremendous role model for 

the sport of boxing, and a tremendous role model for Moree’s youth.” 
Hammond won his first bout in the 69kg division round of 32 against Ni-
ger’s Moustapha Abdoulaye Hima 13-6. He was scheduled to fight  
Canadian Custio Clayton in the round of 16 at around 12am this morning 
AEST. Cheetham said Hammond’s “tremendous nature” and true  
sportsmanship will take him a long way. 
“I saw something very special happen in his first bout,” Cheetham said. 
“His opponent accidently slipped over and Cameron leant down and 
helped him up. It was a tremendous show of sportsmanship, but that’s 
just the way Cameron is.  
“He has a tremendous nature, and if you didn’t know he was a boxer it 
would be hard to picture him as one,” he said. 
While Hammond continues to shine at the Games of the XXX Olympiad, 
Cheetham’s friends and family made it abundantly clear on Thursday that 
his vital input has not gone unnoticed. 
Moree mayor Katrina Humphries (pictured) said Cheetham was a guiding 
light for Moree teenagers – many of which have strayed to the wrong side 
of the tracks.  
“Danny is responsible for a lot of young lives being put on the straight and 
narrow,” Humphries said. “He works extremely hard and is very com-
mitted, and doesn’t worry about races, religions or backgrounds. 
“Everyone that comes to his academy is treated the same, and that’s 

hugely important. Under Danny’s care and tutelage, I’ve seen some young 
boys grow into some wonderful young men – and one of them is in  
London right now doing Moree and Australia proud,” she said. 
Moree PCYC club manger Andrew Ryan, a close friend and ally of  
Cheetham’s, has established a junior boxing program at his Boston Street 
headquarters – a stepping stone to a placement in the Moree Boxing 
Academy. 
“It’s unbelievable what Danny has done for the youth of Moree – he’s an 
inspiration,” Ryan said. 
“I’ve used Danny several times when I’ve coached rugby league and if I 
want someone to lift a side, I bring Danny in. Just his thoughts and his 
different aspects of training, and his ability to relate to each child is  
special. Everyone looks up to Danny but he comes down to their level. 
They don’t have to go up to his, and I think that’s the sign of a really good 
coach,” he said. 
“Every boxer that Danny has trained has had some sort of success. He’s 
given them the grounding to go further, and Cameron has taken it further 
– he started believing in himself. 
“All Danny’s fighters have been winners – you never see a dud amongst 
them. They might start off a dud, but Danny makes them a champion,” 
Ryan said. 
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CAMERON Hammond’s quest for Olympic gold closed overnight 
AEST with a heart-breaking 14-11 loss to Canadian Custio  
Clayton in the 69kg round of 16. 
Hammond and Clayton level-pegged the first two rounds 2-2 and 
3-3 before Clayton got the better of Moree’s hometown hero in 
the final three-minute round, 9-6. 
However in true sportsmanlike fashion – a trait Hammond is well-
known for – the Moree boxer praised his opponent, who now 
progresses to the round of 8 against Englishman Freddie Evans on 
Tuesday afternoon London time. 
“He was a good fighter, very strong; no excuses about the loss,” 
Hammond told his thousands of Facebook followers. 
“But I made the top 16 in the world and now I'm an Olympian for 
life. It definitely has been the best experience of my life.  
“I’m so proud to represent my country and my culture at the 
Olympics,” he said. 
“Thank-you so much to everyone that have been supporting me. 
You have all been great and I can't wait to see you all when I get 
back to Australia.  
“Now I’m just going to go and enjoy London and do some sight-
seeing,” he said. 

Hammond loses but does his hometown proud 


